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The First Shiites and the First Ideas: A
Background to the Idea of Imamate in
the First Half-Century of Islam

Karim Momeni*
Abstract

The first century of Islam, and particularly its first half, represents a
distinctive period and the earliest context for the emergence of Imami
thought, in which the doctrinal propositions and principal theological
components of Imami Shiism were already present. However, the
emergence and manifestation of these ideas and beliefs can be traced
primarily through the social and political developments and practical
events of that period. At that time, these beliefs were less frequently
explained and elaborated in theoretical terms, which is itself one of
the factors that has led some scholars to question the authenticity of
the theoretical doctrinal components of the Imami theory of Imamate
in the first century. Adopting a historical-theological approach
and employing a method of analyzing historical and hadith-based
propositions, this study demonstrates that groups at that time were
known by designations such as the “Companions of Ali,” “Shiites,”
“Ghulat Shiites,” “Rafidites,” and others, and were distinguished
by particular intellectual and doctrinal characteristics. In addition
to believing in the position of the Ahl al-Bayt as divinely chosen
figures, they attributed particular spiritual and religious ranks to them.
This group also regarded the essential characteristics of an Imam as
divine appointment, special knowledge, infallibility and purity from
disobedience, error, and forgetfulness, and being the most excellent
of people after the Prophet. Furthermore, the study demonstrates
that the establishment of the Shiite community on the basis of these
fundamental beliefs took place during that same period, centered
on the Ahl al-Bayt of the Prophet and through the propagation and
following of their close companions.

Keywords: The First Shiites, Imamate Thought, Doctrinal Shiism,
History of the Emergence of Shiism, Essential Characteristics of Imamate
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A Study of the Authenticity of
“Innate Knowledge of the Imam and
the Prophet” in Light of Exegetical
Narrations

Mahmoud Davoud Zare Mehrjerdi!
Mohammad-Taqi Subhani?

Abstract

A number of exegetical narrations discuss prior knowledge of the
Noble Messenger of Islam and Amir al-Mu’minin in the worlds
preceding this one. This study demonstrates, based on biographical
and bibliographical evidence, that this notion can be regarded as an
authentic Qur’anic-hadith teaching. The research also reveals that
some of the weakening judgments made by biographical scholars
such as Ibn al-Ghada’iri and al-Najashi concerning the narrators
of these traditions are based on ijtihadi textual criticism and stem
from unacceptable assumptions of the Baghdad school regarding the
denial of the worlds of “Dhar” and “Zill,” as well as the rejection
of narrations concerning the esoteric interpretation of the Qur’an.
In contrast, the existence of sound chains of transmission, together
with the multiplicity of transmission routes containing eminent
Imami narrators and the absence of a common intermediary link,
constitutes important evidence for the authenticity of this doctrinal
belief. Moreover, tracing these narrations in the earliest Shiite hadith
sources and their transmission into later hadith compilations such as
al-Kafi, Basa’ir, and Tahdhib indicates the acceptance of this teaching
within the Imami hadith tradition.

Keywords: Innate Knowledge, Authority of Amir al-Mu’minin, World
of Dhar, Exegetical Narrations, Bibliographical Method
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Explanation and Analysis of Mu'alla ibn
Khunays's Thought on the Imamate of
the Ahl al-Bayt

Omid Shirini*

Abstract

Mu'alla ibn Khunays was one of the prominent companions of Imam
Ja'far al-Sadiq, and little independent research has been conducted
on his role in the formation of the fundamental concepts of Imami
thought. He was not merely a transmitter of hadith, but also a bearer
and interpreter of a layer of Imami thought that later crystallized
within the theological system of Shiism. Using content analysis
of the narrations transmitted from Mu'alla ibn Khunays, this study
examines his thought on Imamate across six dimensions: knowledge
and recognition of the Imam, loyalty and disavowal, obedience and
following, conditions of Imamate, and the spiritual ranks and offices
of the Imam. The findings show that, according to Mu'alla, knowledge
of the Imam is a condition for the acceptance of acts of worship and a
cause of seeing the Noble Prophet and Amir al-Mu'minin at the moment
of death. Loyalty and disavowal are regarded as signs of true faith and
as the boundary between faith and hypocrisy. Obedience to the Imam
entails genuine companionship with the Imam and the continuation
of the divine tradition throughout all ages. Regarding the conditions
of Imamate, Mu'alla emphasizes purity of lineage, divinely granted
knowledge, superiority, and asceticism as the principal conditions. The
ranks of the Imam include ownership of the earth and a central role
in establishing security. Concerning the offices of the Imam, Mu'alla
emphasizes guidance and ontological authority. Therefore, Mu'alla
ibn Khunays was among the earliest interpreters of the intellectual
framework of Imamate in the school of Imam al-Sadiq and played an
important role in the formation of Imami theology.

Keywords: Imam al-Sadiq, Mu'alla ibn Khunays, Imamate, Knowledge,
Conditions of Imamate, Ranks of the Imam, Offices of the Imam.
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An Examination of the Methods of
Determining the Imam in the Thought
of Islamic Schools with an Emphasis on
Critiquing the Theory of Choice

Sayyid Hasan Mousavi Asl (Corresponding Author)!
Hamed Moghaddam?

Abstract

The methods of determining the Imam, with the aim of establishing
the legitimacy of the Imam and the caliph after the Prophet, have
always been of great importance among Muslim thinkers, and works
have been written since ancient times concerning the conditions and
methods for determining or recognizing the Imam. By the method
of determining the Imam is meant the ways by which the Imam’s
rule would acquire legitimacy. Therefore, the issue of the method of
determining the Imam has gained importance among different schools,
and, as al-Shahrastani acknowledges, no religious principle in Islam
has been fought over with the sword as much as the Imamate. The
necessity of this study stems from the fact that the textual designation
and choice as methods of determining the Imam have been subject to a
compound consensus among Muslim thinkers, and this article seeks to
critique the theory of choice. Consequently, by outlining the inevitable
consequences of the theory of choice, the only method that should be
accepted as a consensual method is designation by God or the Noble
Prophet of Islam. Following this, the legitimacy of the rule of the
caliphs—which, from the perspective of the overwhelming majority
of Muslim scholars, is necessary for a rule—will be evaluated with
regard to the Rightly Guided Caliphs.

Keywords: Methods of Determining the Imam, Appointment of the
Imam, Divine Appointment, Invitation, Heredity.
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Disavowal of the Opponents of Ahl al-
Bayt in the Works of Shaykh al-Mufid

Ali Baderlou?

Abstract

The doctrine of disavowal has always played a fundamental role in
defining the doctrinal and practical boundaries of Imami Shiism. In
this context, the era of Shaykh al-Mufid was a decisive period due to
religious confrontations in the Baghdad school and the necessity of
rationally articulating doctrines. Using a descriptive-analytical approach
and historical induction across Shaykh al-Mufid’s jurisprudential,
theological, hadith, and historical works, this study examines how
the doctrine of disavowal was theorized in his writings, taking into
account the circumstances requiring religious dissimulation in Baghdad.
The findings show that Shaykh al-Mufid accepted disavowal as an
established principle within Imami theology, such that despite his
serious criticisms of Shaykh al-Saduq on other issues, he was fully
aligned with him regarding the obligation of disavowal. An analysis of
the keywords used in al-Mufid’s works indicates that he described the
opponents of the Imams as infidels, enemies of God, innovators, and
hypocrites, and considered them outside the sphere of monotheism.
Accordingly, disavowal has concrete manifestations in Shaykh al-
Mufid’s thought in jurisprudence, such as the prohibition of marriage
to Nasibis and the exclusion of non-Shiites from inheritance, as well
as in theology, as a condition for crossing the Sirat and the acceptance
of deeds. Moreover, while observing the principle of dissimulation,
he did not refrain from presenting rational and explicit arguments
for disavowal. By revisiting the debates of earlier theologians and
disseminating relevant hadiths, he reproduced this doctrine within the
intellectual environment of the Baghdad school. Ultimately, disavowal,
according to al-Mufid, served as a means of preserving the boundaries
of Imami Shiism against rival currents.

Keywords: Disavowal, Shaykh al-Mufid, Opponents of Imami Shiism,
Baghdad School, History of Imami Thought.
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Evidence for Disavowal of the
Opponents of Ahl al-Bayt in the Works
of Shaykh al-Saduq

Mostafa Ahmadi-Manesh?

Abstract

Shaykh al-Saduq (d. 381 AH), one of the prominent hadith scholars and
theologians of the Imamiyya, played an important role in explaining
and defending the doctrine of disavowal (tabarri from the opponents of
Ahl al-Bayt) . This study aims to revisit the foundations and structure
of the doctrine of disavowal within his intellectual framework, with a
focus on his theological works, particularly al-I'tiqadat and al-Amali.
The research method is textual content analysis based on the verses of
the Holy Qur'an, the traditions of the Infallibles, and rational arguments.
The findings indicate that Shaykh al-Saduq regarded disavowal not
only as a religious obligation but also as a necessary condition for
the realization of wilayah and complete faith; to the extent that doubt
regarding the Imamate or testimony of the Imams leads to departure
from religion and necessitates disavowal of such individuals. Through
an integrated approach combining transmitted evidence and reason, he
established disavowal as a complement to wilayah and as a doctrinal
boundary between Shi'a and their opponents, considering it rationally
necessary as well.

Keywords: Shaykh al-Saduq, Disavowal, Tabarri, Wilayah, Opponents
of Ahl al-Bayt, Imamiyya.

* Cite this article: Ahmadi-Manesh, M. (2026). Evidence for Disavowal of the Opponents
of Ahl al-Bayt in the Works of Shaykh al-Saduq, Imamah in the Light of the Qur'an and
Sunnah, 2(4), p.165-185.
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Analysis of the Roots and Factors
Behind the Negative Attitude toward
Shi'a Disavowal in the Thought of
Iranian Salafists

Seyyed Mohammad-Mehdi Mousavit!

Abstract

Disavowal of the enemies and opponents of the path of truth is among
the definitive and undeniable teachings of Imami doctrine. The serious
consequences of this religious belief have throughout history been
borne by the Shi'a and have served as a criterion for distinguishing
the right path from the wrong one. This is because many who claim
to love Ahl al-Bayt have avoided accepting this belief and have
adopted a policy of silence, denial, or distortion toward it. Due to its
foundations and presuppositions, the Iranian Salafi movement has
denied disavowal as understood in Shi'a thought and has confronted
this doctrine in three distinct areas: content-based criticism, assessment
of chain authenticity, and historical criticism, a form of opposition
that is unique in comparison with other opponents. In this study,
the author first seeks to present an accurate account of the doctrine
of disavowal in the thought of Iranian Salafism, then examines the
arguments advanced by this emerging movement for denying the practice
of cursing, and finally analyzes the factors influencing the adoption
of this position, leaving the judgment concerning the correctness or
incorrectness of the Imami belief to the reader. Using a descriptive-
analytical method, the researcher examines the relevant perspectives
and data. The findings indicate that the arguments presented by the
Iranian Salafi movement for denying cursing are incomplete and do
not diminish the soundness and validity of the Shi'a understanding of
disavowal. Furthermore, insufficient attention to and a lack of deep
understanding of the Qur'anic verses have been among the major causes
of their misinterpretation of the doctrine of disavowal.

Keywords: Disavowal, Cursing, Iranian Salafism, Qur'an, Unity.

* Cite this article: Mousavi, S.M.M. (2026). Analysis of the Roots and Factors Behind the
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Introduction

In recent decades, methodology has become one of the main areas
of transformation in the humanities and religious studies. In the field
of Imamate studies, most research has focused on the content of
Qunanic verses and traditions and on rational arguments, whereas
the “how” of argumentation, the logic underlying the validation of
traditions, and the methodological framework employed by scholars
who defended the doctrine of Imamate have received comparatively
little independent attention. Re-examining a legacy such as Abagat
al-Anwar by Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn—which represents the
culmination of the theological-hadith-oriented tradition—can provide
a more precise picture of the capacities of Imami theology to establish
the Imamate of Ahl al-Bayt in the face of Sunni critiques and later
movements such as Wahhabism.

The present dossier focuses on “the methodology of Allamah Mir
Hamid Husayn in Abaqat al-Anwar” and seeks to reconstruct and
formulate part of the methodological framework embedded in this
work through lexical, exegetical, semantic, hadith, and rijal analysis.
Accordingly, before introducing the articles, the conceptual framework
of method and methodology is first explained. A concise biographical
and intellectual profile of the Allamah and Abagat is then presented
to provide the context necessary for understanding the position of
the articles in this dossier. This is followed by an explanation of the
significance and prospects of this study in contemporary Imamate
research.

It should be noted that methodological studies concerning Abagat
al-Anwar and other works of Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn have
been conducted over several years by the “Methodology Group” of
the Imamate Research Institute, commissioned by the International
Congress of Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn. The outcome of this project
is the compilation of a series of works and monographs under the title
“The Methodology of Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn.” The articles in this

1. Assistant Professor, Imamate Research Institute, International Imamate Foundation,
Qom, Iran / Scientific Secretary of the Dossier.
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scholarly dossier constitute part of the achievements of this research program.

1. Conceptual Explanation of Method and Methodology

The word “method” in English is derived from meta, meaning “beyond,” and
odes, meaning “path” or “road” (Soveh, 2008: 254). In Arabic, the term manhaj
is commonly used, while in Persian “Jis.” is used for method, and “slud d 5 )”
or manhajiyya is generally used for methodology (Azhari, 1421: 6/41).
Researchers have provided various definitions of “method” (Blikie, 1395: 29-31).
In some definitions, method is regarded as a means of acquiring knowledge; in
others, it is understood as a rational mental process for knowing reality (Haqiqat,
1385: 42). In an integrative definition, method is the path that individuals follow
in pursuit of knowledge (Parsania, 1388: 40) and the procedure researchers choose
in scientific inquiry (ibid.: 11). Some have also defined method as “the precise
manner of approaching the world in order to understand it more deeply” (Sayer,
1388: 13). The common denominator of these views is that method consists
of a set of processes, rules, tools, and techniques that guide the researcher in
discovering unknowns and attaining knowledge (Sarukhani, 1393: 1/24). Within
this framework, by “the methodology of Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn” we mean
“the study and analysis of the processes, rules, tools, and techniques that he
employed to establish and explain the Imamate, particularly in Abagat al-Anwar.”
This meaning is also consistent with the scientific use of methodology, namely
a second-order perspective in which the methodologist, rather than directly
producing content, examines the modes of argumentation, the manner of using
sources, and the logic underlying a scholar’s validation of evidence.

2. Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn and the Position of Abaqgat al-Anwar

Historically, Imamate studies within Imami thought have generally been based
on two principal traditions: the theological tradition, characterized by rational
and demonstrative discourse, and the hadith tradition, centered on Quranic and
narrational texts. Until the fifth and sixth centuries, Imami theological literature
was largely shaped within the framework of Mwtazilite rationalism. From the sixth
century onward, however, with the dominance of Ash»ari, Salafi, and traditionist
discourse in the Sunni world, a gap emerged between the theological language
of the Shi>a and the new text-centered logic of its opponents. In such a context,
the hadith-oriented approach to Imamate acquired renewed significance—an
approach capable both of explaining Imamate within Shi>a thought and, at the
comparative level, of engaging in debate by relying on Sunni sources and hadith
principles. Although in the contemporary period works such as al-Ghadir by
Allamah Amini and the writings of Sayyid Sharaf al-Din continued this path,
the turning point in formulating a vast and coherent comparative-hadith project
on Imamate should be sought earlier, in the Lucknow school and particularly in
the person of Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn.

Through generational continuity and collective scholarly work in Imamate
studies, the Lucknow school established a research system whose culmination



appeared in the encyclopedic work Abaqat al-Anwar fi Imamat al-Ayimmat al-
Athar. Abagat is not merely an occasional response to Tuhfa-yi Ithna Ashariyya;
rather, it is the largest comparative hadith project in the history of Imami thought
concerning the Imamate. In this project, the theological and hadith heritage of
the Shira was reorganized in a new form, while rijal, isnad, semantic, lexical,
and exegetical arguments were employed within the framework of principles
accepted by Sunnis.

To understand this methodological transformation, knowledge of the scholarly
life and intellectual foundations of the author of Abagat is essential, since
its methodological framework generally reflects the Allamah’s scholarly and
educational trajectory. Sayyid Mahdi, Abu al-Zafar, known as “Mir Hamid
Husayn,” was born on 5 Muharram 1246 AH into a scholarly family belonging
to the Sayyid lineage, with a genealogy tracing back through twenty-seven
intermediaries to Imam Musa ibn Ja)far. From 1252 AH, he learned reading
and writing from Shaykh Karam Ali and studied the preliminary sciences with
his father, Mufti Muhammad Quli, until approximately the age of fourteen. He
subsequently studied Magamat al-Hariri and the Diwan of al-Mutanabbi with
Sayyid Barakat Ali, Nahj al-Balagha with Sayyid Muhammad Abbas Shushtari,
the rational sciences with Sayyid Murtada, the second son of Sultan al-Ulama,
and part of the works of usul and figh with him and Sayyid al-Ulama.

After the death of Mufti Muhammad Quli, he continued his studies while
simultaneously working to revive his father’s works. The publication of a/-
Futuhat al-Haydariyya, the Persian treatise Taqiyya, Sayf Nasiri dar Radd-e
Bab-e Avval-e Tuhfa-yi Ithna Ashariyya, and Tashyid al-Matayin li-Kashf al-
Daghain were among his most important works during this period. Alongside
these, the Allamah authored independent works such as Istigsa» al-Afham wa
Istifa) al-Intigam, Shawariq al-Nusus fi Takdhib Fada)il al-Lusus—which,
according to the author himself, was unparalleled in its genre—al->Adb al-
Battar fi Nagd al-Tamassuk bi-Ayat al-Ghar, Asfar al-Anwar, Asna al-Wasayil,
Ifham Ahl al-Mayen, al-Najm al-Thaqib, and al-Durar al-Saniyya. These works
portray him as a distinguished theologian, a critical hadith scholar, and a jurist
of independent judgment.

Abagqat al-Anwar is structured around three principal sections: the general section
(foundations and introduction), the first manhaj (Qurranic verses), and the second
manhaj (traditions). The general section critiques six fundamental disputed
issues concerning Imamate and the theological presuppositions of Dehlawi.
The first manhaj examines verses concerning wilayah, purification, affection,
mutual imprecation, warning, “Wa qifuhum,” and “al-sabiqun” through the lens
of Sunni sources. The second manhaj addresses twelve traditions disputed by
Dehlawi, including the traditions of Ghadir, Manzilat, Wilayah, Tashbih, Nur,
Tayr, Thaqalayn, and Madinat al->Ilm, and provides a detailed defense of their
chains of transmission and their indication of the Imamate of Ahl al-Bayt. The
widespread reception of the work among scholars, the writing of twenty-seven
commendatory introductions, and its abridgements and adaptations into Arabic,
such as al-Thamarat fi Talkhis al-Abagat by Sayyid Muhsin Nawab Rizvi, Fayd
al-Qadir by Muhaddith Qummi, and Nafahat al-Azhar by Sayyid Ali Milani,
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demonstrate its exceptional position in the Shira theological and hadith tradition.
Therefore, understanding Abagat without attention to the “how” of the Allamah’s
work—that is, the lexical, exegetical, hadith, and rijal network that supports his
arguments—would be incomplete. The present dossier seeks to reconstruct this
methodological network as far as possible.

3. Analytical Introduction to the Articles in the Dossier

The present scholarly dossier consists of five articles, each examining one
dimension of Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn’s methodological framework and,
taken together, presenting a multidimensional picture of his method in Abagat
al-Anwar-.

3.1. The Lexical Methodology of Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn in Abaqgat
al-Anwar

This article examines the lexical dimension of the methodology of 4bagat.
Using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on the volumes of the work,
the author demonstrates that a significant portion of Mir Hamid Husayn’s
responses to the objections of Shah <Abd al-yAziz Dehlawi concerns the analysis
of the meanings of words and the lexical implications of traditions relating to
Imamate. The article distinguishes between two levels: a “traditional method,”
involving reference to authoritative dictionaries and the views of linguists, and
an “ijtihadi method,” involving Qunanic and hadith usage of terms, reliance
on context and internal indicators, and linguistic intuitions attributed to the
Companions. It concludes that lexical analysis was not a peripheral matter for
the Allamah but one of the principal foundations of semantic analysis and the
validation of traditions.

3.2. The Methodology of Employing the Understanding of the
Companions in Assessing the Meaning of Hadith, Based on Abagat al-
Anwar

The second article examines the understanding of the Companions as one of the
most important extratextual forms of evidence in interpreting hadith. According
to Sunni principles of hadith jurisprudence, the Companions’ understanding
of Prophetic traditions holds a special position and can be instrumental in
theological disputes. The author demonstrates that in 4Abagat, Mir Hamid
Husayn, through extensive examination of Sunni sources, employs reports
concerning the Companions’ understanding through five distinct approaches:
four approaches—verbal and behavioral reactions, consistency between belief
in the hadith and the Companions’ understanding, and their understanding of
linguistic structure—serve to strengthen the indication of traditions concerning
Imamate, while one approach critically examines the interpretation offered by
a Companion. Thus, the use of the Companions’ understanding in Abagat is
reconstructed as a systematic tool for assessing textual meaning.



3.3. The Exegetical Methodology of Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn from a
Structuralist Perspective

The third article examines the exegetical process employed by the author of
Abagat in relation to verses concerning Imamate. Focusing on verses such as
those concerning wilayah, purification, and mutual imprecation, the author
demonstrates that the Allamah’s exegetical method can be distinguished into two
approaches: “structural” and “contextual.” The article focuses on the structural
approach, in which the meaning of a verse is determined on the basis of the
internal structure of the text, lexical and syntactic levels, polysemy, and semantic
relations, while external context and traditions related to the verses are introduced
as supporting evidence. According to the article’s findings, Abagat, in addition
to its hadith dimension, rests upon a semantic framework for interpreting verses
concerning Imamate.

3.4. The Methodology of Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn in Establishing
the Authenticity of Traditions on Imamate

The fourth article addresses the core of the hadith work in Abagat: the manner
in which the authenticity of traditions concerning Imamate is established within
an environment of sectarian dispute. By extracting numerous examples from
the work, the author formulates the Allamah’s method around five dimensions:
“foundational authenticity” (rijal and isnad analysis according to Sunni
principles), “acknowledgment-based authenticity” (reference to the admissions
of scholars), “argumentative authenticity” (reliance on a tradition in the context
of argumentation), “descriptive authenticity” (the inclusion of a tradition in the
context of reporting), and “analogical authenticity” (extending a judgment of
authenticity from comparable chains of transmission). This model demonstrates
that the Allamah, through the precise combination of transmitted evidence and
methodological principles, presented a comprehensive system of criteria for
hadith authenticity.

3.5. The Methodology of Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn in Establishing
the Reliability of Narrators

The fifth article highlights the rijal and isnad dimensions of the methodology
of Abagat. Given that, in the Sunni approach, reliance on a tradition requires
establishing the narrator’s integrity and precision, the author demonstrates that
the Allamah operates at two levels in this work: “specific authentication” and
“general authentication.” In specific authentication, he employs criteria such
as reputation, widespread attestation, and explicit declarations by scholars
who assess narrators. In general authentication, he evaluates the reliability
of narrators on the basis of personal characteristics (being a Companion or
Successor), presence in the chains of authoritative works such as the Sahihayn
and Musnads, modes of transmission (narrating from trustworthy teachers and
Ahmad ibn Hanbal’s attention to the narrator’s hadith), and their position in
chains whose authenticity has been established. The article demonstrates that
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rijal-based validation in Abagat is a structural component of its defense of
Imamate rather than a secondary supplement.

3.6. Conclusion

Taken together, these five articles reveal the methodological system of Abagat al-
Anwar across five layers: lexical analysis, the understanding of the Companions,
exegesis, hadith authenticity, and narrator reliability. The work thus transcends
the level of a mere refutation and becomes a model for comparative hadith and
theological studies within Imami thought.

4. Significance and Prospects of Methodological Studies in Imamate
Research

Analyzing the methodology of Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn has several important
implications for contemporary Imamate studies:

1. Creating a foundation for innovation: A precise understanding of the
strengths and shortcomings of the methodological framework of Abagat makes
it possible to develop new models in Imamate research.

2. Providing an educational model for Imamate studies: This dossier clearly
demonstrates how one can move beyond merely transmitting arguments toward
analyzing the methods through which those arguments are constructed.

3. Contributing to the coherence of Imamate discourse: By methodologically
reconstructing Abagqat, this dossier contributes to strengthening the coherence
of Imamate studies amid diverse approaches and provides a common language
for dialogue with the Sunni hadith-oriented world.

4. Offering a reference framework: By presenting precise criteria for validating
traditions concerning Imamate, this study can provide a reference framework
for scholarly engagement with Wahhabi and Ahl al-Hadith critiques.

5. Covering the broad range of the Allamah’s methodology: Distinguishing
between substantive knowledge—for example, establishing the wilayah of Imam
Ali in the Hadith of Ghadir—and methodological knowledge—the manner of
argumentation, chain assessment, and semantic analysis—demonstrates that
the Allamah’s methodology has a capacity extending beyond a single case and
can be applied to a wide range of issues in Imamate studies. Accordingly, the
methodological rereading of Abaqgat al-Anwar is a step toward renewing the
language and logic of Imami theology in confronting contemporary challenges.
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Hamid Husayn in Abaqat al-Anwar
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Abstract

One of the works authored with the aim of responding to Tuhfa-yi
Ithna Ashariyya, written by Shah 'Abd al-'Aziz Dehlawi in the twelfth
century, is Abagat al-Anwar. This work, authored by Allamah Mir
Hamid Husayn al-Hindi, responds in several volumes to Dehlawi’s
objections concerning the doctrine of Imamate. Since some of
Dehlawi’s objections are related to the meanings of words occurring
in traditions, a considerable part of the Allamah’s responses concerns
linguistic discussions and the derivation of the meanings of words.
Accordingly, using a descriptive-analytical method and with the aim
of explaining and clarifying the Allamah’s linguistic methodology,
this study seeks to shed greater light on the linguistic dimensions
employed in Abaqat al-Anwar for interested researchers. The study
demonstrates that, alongside adhering to a traditional method and
using the contributions of literary scholars to discover the meanings
of words, the Allamah also made extensive use of ijtihadi methods
for deriving lexical meanings. Consulting reliable and early lexical
dictionaries within the traditional method, and relying on context
and hadith indicators within the ijtihadi method, can be identified
as among the most important methods employed by the Allamah
in determining the meanings of words. The combination of these
two approaches demonstrates that linguistic analysis in Abagat is
not merely a collection of lexical data; rather, it is a systematic and
argumentative process serving to explain the doctrine of Imamate and
critique Dehlawi’s foundations.

Keywords: Linguistic Methodology, Mir Hamid Husayn, Abaqat al-
Anwar, Imamate.
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The Methodology of Allamah Mir
Hamid Husayn in Establishing the
Authenticity of Traditions on Imamate

Ali-Asghar Parsa-Moqaddam?

Abstract

Establishing the authenticity of traditions on Imamate, particularly
within the context of theological debates among Islamic schools, has
always been one of the most important subjects in hadith studies.
In his works, especially his enduring masterpiece Abagat al-Anwar,
Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn systematically and through multiple
layers defended the reliability of these traditions on the basis of
Sunni principles and rules, employing a variety of methods. The
main issue of this study is to identify and precisely analyze his
methodological patterns in establishing the authenticity of traditions
on Imamate. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach and based
on an examination of his theological sources, this study extracts,
categorizes, and analyzes his methods. The findings demonstrate that
Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn established hadith authenticity through five
major dimensions: foundational authenticity (rijal and isnad analysis
according to the rules of hadith sciences), acknowledgment-based
authenticity (relying on scholars’ acknowledgment of a tradition’s
authenticity, including explicit declarations of authenticity, narration of
the tradition in works devoted to authentic traditions, and transmission
in mursal form), argumentative authenticity (reliance on the tradition
in argumentation), descriptive authenticity (employing the tradition
in a descriptive context), and analogous authenticity (transferring a
judgment of authenticity from a similar chain of transmission). Analysis
of these methods demonstrates that, by combining transmitted and
methodological arguments, he presented a comprehensive framework
of the foundations of hadith authenticity that can serve as a model for
similar studies in establishing the authenticity of traditions.
Keywords: Traditions on Imamate, Hadith Authenticity, Mir Hamid
Husayn, Abagat al-Anwar, Hadith Methodology
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The Methodology of Allamah Mir
Hamid Husayn in Establishing the
Reliability of Narrators

Seyyed Hasan Motahajed Askari (Corresponding Author)?
Ali-Asghar Parsa-Mogaddam?

Abstract

After the Qur'an, hadith is the most important source for understanding
religion, and its authentication is regarded as one of the principal challenges
shared by the two major Islamic traditions. The Sunni approach in this field
is based on the analysis of chains of transmission and the identification of
narrators, and relying on a narrator’s report as evidence is contingent upon
establishing his integrity and precision. In Abagat al-Anwar, Allamah Mir
Hamid Husayn, adopting a comparative approach in engaging with Sunni
scholarship to establish the authenticity of traditions concerning the Imamate
of Ahl al-Bayt, employed systematic methods and primarily focused on isnad-
based validation of traditions. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this
article examines the Allamah’s approach through two principal categories:
specific and general authentication of narrators. In specific authentication,
methods such as reputation, widespread attestation, and explicit declarations
by scholars assessing narrators are employed to establish their status. In
general authentication, the Allamah evaluates narrator reliability through four
principal categories: first, authentication based on personal characteristics of
the narrator, such as being a Companion or Successor; second, authentication
based on the presence of narrators in the chains of authoritative works, such
as the Sahihayn and the Musnads of Ahmad ibn Hanbal and Abu Hanifa;
third, authentication based on the manner of transmitting traditions, including
narration from trustworthy teachers and Ahmad ibn Hanbal’s recording of
hadith; and fourth, evaluation of authenticated chains of transmission, in
which the presence of a narrator serves as a criterion of reliability. This study
demonstrates that the methodology of Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn constitutes
a systematic combination of rijal and isnad analyses that contributes to
strengthening the reliability of traditions.

Keywords: Sunni Traditions, Isnad Analysis, General Authentication, Specific
Authentication, Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn
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The Exegetical Methodology of Allamah
Mir Hamid Husayn from a Structuralist
Perspective

Seyyed Hasan Sayyadati?

Abstract

Accurate interpretation of the meanings of Qur'anic verses depends on
employing sound semantic methods and the relevant systematic rules.
Every exegete approaches the Qur'anic verses through a particular
method and perspective and seeks to clarify the intended meaning of
the divine discourse. Evaluating the exegetical process, identifying
its strengths and weaknesses, and drawing methodological models
from an exegete’s work become possible through discovering his
method, demonstrating the significance of examining and discussing
an exegete’s methodology. In his unparalleled work Abagat al-Anwar,
Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn discusses the Imami Qur'anic arguments
for the Imamate of Ahl al-Bayt, including the verses of wilayah (al-
Ma'idah: 55), purification (al-Ahzab: 33), and mutual imprecation (Al
'Imran: 61). Therefore, it is necessary to investigate his exegetical
methodology by describing and analyzing his exegetical data concerning
the verses of Imamate and drawing upon the relevant library sources,
particularly the sections on verses and traditions in Abaqat al-Anwar.
Overall, the Allamah’s exegetical process can be distinguished through
two approaches: structural and contextual. In the former, determining
meaning is possible only through the internal structure of the verses.
In the latter, the intended meaning of Qur'anic propositions is derived
by taking the external context into account. This study demonstrates
that the method of the author of Abagat in interpreting the verses,
from a structuralist perspective, can be traced at two levels—words
and sentences—along with the identification of components such as
polysemy and semantic relations.

Keywords: Methodology, Exegetical Method, Exegetical Methodology,
Mir Hamid Husayn, Structuralism
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The Methodology of Allamah Mir
Hamid Husayn in Employing the
Companions’ Understanding in
Assessing the Meaning of Hadith

Alireza Qaemi-Nia (Corresponding Author)!
Mohammad-Mahdi Dalir?

Abstract

One of the most significant extratextual forms of evidence in textual
analysis is attention to the understanding of the original audience
and to the way the text was reflected in the discussions that emerged
after its production. On the other hand, according to the principles
of Sunni hadith jurisprudence, the Companions’ understanding of the
Prophetic tradition holds a unique position, and attention to it can be
instrumental in resolving theological disputes. Accordingly, reliance
on the Companions’ understanding is notably evident in the research
of Allamah Mir Hamid Husayn, a theologian and scholar of Imamate,
particularly in his interpretation of traditions concerning the Imamate of
Ahl al-Bayt. Accessing the Companions’ understanding of traditions is
impossible without careful examination of Sunni sources and accurate
analysis of the reports that convey their understanding. This is an
effort that Mir Hamid Husayn successfully accomplished in his time.
The Companions’ understanding has not always been transmitted to us
in a uniform form and has appeared in different manifestations. Mir
Hamid Husayn’s references to the Companions’ understanding can
be categorized and presented in at least five modes. In four of these
modes, the Companions’ understanding is employed to strengthen
the indication of the hadith toward Imamate, while in the fifth, the
Allamah’s critical perspective toward a Companion’s interpretation
becomes evident. These methods can serve as a model for researchers
in examining the meanings of other traditions in theological disputes.
The aim of this study is to examine and analyze the methods employed
by the author of Abagat in utilizing the Companions’ understanding
in interpreting hadith through a descriptive-analytical approach.
Keywords: Imamate, Companions, Hadith, Textual Understanding,
Hadith Jurisprudence, Mir Hamid Husayn, 4Abagat al-Anwar.
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