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The Explanatory Function of the Ziyarat
al-Ghadiriyyah in Representing the
Comprehensive System of Imamate from
the Perspective of the Holy Qur’an*

Sayyid Hasan Sabzavart*
Abstract

Owing to its profound semantic depth and multidimensional nature, the Qur’an
has always required an infallible interpreter. Within Shi‘i epistemology, the Ahl
al-Bayt are regarded as those firmly grounded in knowledge (al-rasikhin fi al-
‘ilm) and as the “speaking Qur’an,” constituting the sole authentic authorities
for the interpretation (tafsir) and inner exegesis (tawil) of revelation. This
article aims to examine how Qur’anic verses are manifested in the Ziyarat
al-Ghadiriyyah attributed to Imam al-Had1, and to analyze his role as a true
exegete of the Qur’an.

Methodologically, the study employs qualitative content analysis of selected
passages from the Ziyarat al-Ghadiriyyah and correlates them with explicit
or implicit Qur’anic verses. The findings demonstrate that Imam al-Had1
articulates Qur anic teachings through a reasoned and discursive language,
embedding them within the structured formulations of the ziyarah. The
research categorizes these passages according to a comprehensive thematic
system of Imamate and examines the Qur’anic manifestations across several
key axes: the conditions of the Imam (such as divine designation, ‘ismah
[infallibility], superiority, and special knowledge); the offices of the Imam
(including wilayah [authority], hujjiyyah [authoritativeness], and guidance);
the spiritual and ontological ranks of the Imam (such as being the upright
religion, the straight path, the criterion between truth and falsehood, and the
leader of the God-conscious); the duties of the community toward the Imam
(including recognition, obedience, and allegiance); and the historical unfolding
of the institution of Imamate.

The study concludes that the Ziyarat al-Ghadiriyyah transcends the genre of a
devotional text and constitutes a rich and unparalleled source for understanding
the doctrines and diverse dimensions of Imamate from a Qur’anic perspective
as articulated by the Ahl al-Bayt. This approach not only deepens insight into
the virtues and status of the Commander of the Faithful and supports the
ImamT claim regarding legitimate succession, but also opens a new avenue
for reflection on the inseparable relationship between the “Book” and the
“Household” (al-Kitab wa-I-‘Itra).

Keywords: Ziyarat al-Ghadiriyyah; Imam al-Hadi; Commander of the Faithful;
Qur’anic verses on Imamate; Conditions of the Imam; Offices of the Imam;
History of Imamate

* Cite this article: SabzavarT, S.H. (2025). The Explanatory Function of the Ziyarat al-Gh-
adiriyyah in Representing the Comprehensive System of Imamate from the Perspective
the Holy Qur’an, Imamah in the Light of the Qur'an and Sunnah, 2(3), p.7-41.
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The Mediation of Divine Grace in
the Qur’an and the Teachings of the
Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them): A
Comparison with Avicenna’s View*

Rahullah Kalbast*

Abstract

The concept of "divine grace mediation" (wasatat al-fayd) is one of
the fundamental issues in Islamic theology, addressing the nature of
God's relationship with the created world and the manner in which
divine mercy, guidance, knowledge, and existence are bestowed upon
creation. Adopting a comparative approach, this article examines the
position of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) within the system of
divine grace on the basis of the Qur'an, hadiths, and the philosophical
perspective of Avicenna. In the corpus of Shi'i teachings, the Ahl al-
Bayt (peace be upon them), as the "Names of God" (Asma Allah),
"Words of God" (Kalimit Allah), "Face of God" (Wajh Allah), and
"Gate of God" (Bab Allah), are presented as the true and exclusive
intermediaries of divine grace at all levels of creation and guidance,
such that no divine grace reaches creatures except through them. By
contrast, drawing upon the principle of "the One can only emanate
the one" (al-wahid 14 yasdur 'anhu illd al-wahid), Avicenna presents
a hierarchical structure of the Ten Intellects through which divine
emanation is transmitted successively to the material world. Although
both perspectives emphasize the necessity of mediation, they differ
fundamentally in the nature of the intermediaries, the manner in which
grace is conveyed, and their relationship to human beings and God. /...
alysis of the relevant traditions and specific concepts such as "Ba',"
"the Names of God," and "the Face of God"

demonstrates that the mediation of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them)
is not merely honorific or symbolic, but ontological and necessary. This
article seeks to establish the exclusivity of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be
upon them) as intermediaries of divine grace and to clarify how their
mediation differs from Avicenna's philosophical conception of mediation
within a theological-exegetical framework.

Keywords: Mediation, Prophet, Ahl al-Bayt, Divine Grace, Avicenna,
Philosophy.
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The Legal Meaning of the Term Wali in
Light of the Qur’an*

Sayyid Hasan Musavi Asl!
Hamid-Reza Mohammadi Khorasani?

Abstract

The meanings of the terms Wali and Mawla have long been a subject
of debate among Islamic scholars for the purpose of understanding
narrations concerning the succession of Amir al-Mu’minin (a). The two
prevailing perspectives in this regard are: the "equivocality" (ishti 'rak
lafz1) of this term between several meanings, and its "univocity"
(ishti’rak ma ‘nawi) in the sense of "primacy" (awlawiyyah). The
consequence of both views is that establishing the specific meaning
of these terms requires the presentation of diverting (sarifah) or
determining (mu ‘ayyinah) contexts (qara’in). The word Walr and
its cognates appear more than two hundred times in the Qur’an and
were frequently employed in the legal and non-legal traditions of the
Messenger of Allah (s). By examining the Qur’anic verses and Prophetic
narrations, alongside the various definitions of Haqigah Shar ‘iyyah
(legal meaning), one can argue that the term Walr attained the status of
Hagiqah Shar ‘iyyah specifically in the sense of "Primacy in Disposal”
(awlawiyyah fi al-tasarruf). If this is substantiated, the Shi‘a would
no longer need to provide external context to establish this meaning
in the evidences for the Imamate of Amir al-Mu’minin (a); rather,
any claim that the Lawgiver used this term in a sense other than its
legal meaning would require a diverting context for proof. This study
aims to demonstrate that the word Wali is a Hagiqgah Shar ‘iyyah by
considering the definitions of this concept—particularly as stated in
Sunni works—and by analyzing the usage of these terms in Qur’anic
verses and the opinions of exegetes regarding these usages.
Keywords: Legal meaning (haqgiqah shar ‘iyyah), Walt, Mawla,
Wilayah, Legal term

* Cite this article: Miusavi Asl, S.H. & Mohammadi Khorasani, H.R. (2025).
The Legal Meaning of the Term Walt in Light of the Qur’an, Imamah in the
Light of the Qur an and Sunnah, 2(3), p.69-93.
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Methodology of Disassociation (Bara’ah)
from Enemies in the Practice (Sirah) of
the Ahl al-Bayt (a)*

Muhammad Farmahini Farahani*
‘Alil Mahmudrt Dabir?
Abstract

The concept of bard’ah occupies a fundamental and strategic position
within Shi‘i thought and is deeply rooted in the teachings of the Qur’an,
the Prophetic Sunnah, and the practice (sirah) of the Ahl al-Bayt. As
one of the most essential doctrinal and practical teachings of Shi‘ism,
this concept has been consistently emphasized by the infallible Imams
as an effective and strategic means of safeguarding the doctrinal,
social, and political integrity of the Islamic community throughout
history. This study aims to elucidate the methodology underlying
disassociation from enemies in the practice of the Ahl al-Bayt. It
argues that the Ahl al-Bayt, through their explicit and uncompromising
declaration of disassociation—particularly from usurping rulers and
deviant sects—delivered a critical warning to the Muslim community,
enabling a clear discernment between authentic religion and potential
deviations. Within this framework, bara’ah manifested in multiple
forms, including condemnation (la ‘n), censure (sabb), supplication
against wrongdoing, rejection of illegitimate authority (radd al-
wilayah), and the refusal of political and economic cooperation.
Methodologically, the article adopts a descriptive—analytical approach
grounded in textual and historical sources to examine these various
expressions of disassociation and their functions. . This active and
conscious stance demonstrates the commitment of the Ahl al-Bayt (a)
to protecting the true faith, establishing clear boundaries between truth
(haqq) and falsehood (batil), and preventing the infiltration and spread
of corruption and deviation. Consequently, bard’ah has historically
emerged as one of the robust pillars of Shi‘i identity, maintaining its
pivotal role across the ages.

Keywords: Bara’ah (Disassociation), La n (Condemnation), Sabb
(Censure), Ahl al-Bayt (a), Enemies
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A Critique and Analysis of the
Application of the General Principles
and Foundations of Sunni Consensus
(Ijma‘) in the Appointment of the Imam*

Muhammad Mahdt Javadi Husaynabadr*
Abstract

Consensus (ijma‘) is considered one of the primary epistemological
sources among Sunni scholars and is frequently invoked in various
theological discussions, including the Imamate. In the matter of the
appointment of the Imam (nasb al-imam), many Sunni theologians
regard consensus as the primary evidence for the “Theory of Allegiance”
(ikhtiyar). Nevertheless, an examination of various viewpoints reveals
two distinct approaches within the Sunni perception of this consensus:
one group maintains an absolute consensus on the appointment of the
Imam, while another considers the appointment of the Imam by the
duty-bound (mukallafiin) to be the unanimously agreed-upon (mujma‘
‘alayh) position. This research adopts an analytical-critical approach to
investigate the validity and authority (hujjiyyah) of this consensus. The
methodology involves a comparative analysis between the foundations
and pillars of ijma‘ and its specific application to the appointment of the
Imam; through conceptual analysis, the evaluation of the evidence for its
authority, and the application of the pillars and conditions of consensus,
the research measures the degree of correspondence between these criteria
and the claim of consensus in the Imam's appointment. The research
findings indicate that the claimed consensus cannot be established,
neither in terms of the realization of the concept of consensus—due to the
lack of agreement among jurists (mujtahids)—nor in terms of fulfilling
the conditions of authority—due to disputes regarding its possibility,
transmission, and the knowledge of the consensus—nor in terms of its
various pillars and prerequisites. Consequently, the claim of consensus
in the appointment of the Imam lacks validity. This result challenges
the primary foundation of the "Theory of Election" in the appointment
of the Imam from the Sunni perspective and undermines its efficacy..

Keywords: Ijma‘ (consensus); Imamate, Appointment of the Imam,
Sunnism, Theory of allegiance, Pillars of ijma‘, Conditions of ijma‘
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A Historical Critique and Analysis of
the Realization of Amir al-Mu’minin’s
(a) Allegiance to Abu Bakr*

Gholam-Murtaza Ja‘fari*
Abstract

One of the most contentious issues in early Islamic history is the matter
of the allegiance (bay‘ah) of Amir al-Mu’minin Ali (a) to Abu Bakr. This
research, employing an analytical-critical approach and relying on credible
historical, hadith, and theological (kalam1) sources, investigates three
fundamental dimensions of this issue: first, the concept and conditions for
the realization of a valid allegiance and the extent of its correspondence with
the events following the passing of the Prophet (s); second, an analysis of the
wisdom and the socio-political dimensions of Imam Ali’s (a) delay in giving
allegiance; and third, an examination of the narrative meaning of the "apostasy"
(irtrdad) of the Companions and its relationship to the event of Saqifah.
The findings indicate that in legal (fighT) and historical sources, allegiance has
S]l;eCiﬁC conditions and requirements that render its realization contingent upon
the individual's genuine free will (ikhtiyar) and the acceptance of the other
party's legitimacy; any deficiency in these prerequisites nullifies the validity
and legitimacy o? the allegiance. An examination of historical evidence shows
that these conditions were not observed in the case of Imam Ali (a); thus, the
realization of allegiance according to valid criteria was not possible. Given the
sensitive conditions following the Prophet’s (s) death and the threats that could
have disintegrated the Islamic society—providing grounds for the dominance
of enemies and disbelievers—Imam Ali (a) engaged in a form of compromise
with Abu Bakr to preserve Islam and prevent tﬁe squandering of the Prophet’s
(s) extensive efforts. This action was taken solely to secure the overarching
interests of the faith and to prevent harm to the Islamic community; it never
signified the acceptance of the legitimacy of his caliphate. Even if some reports
interpret "allegiance" merely as "shaking hands," this act was also performed
under compulsion and constraint (ikrah) and lacks validity and legitimacy.
Therefore, the allegiance of Imam Ali (a) to Abu Bakr, even if it ostensib?;
occurred, 1s neither valid nor can it serve as a basis for proving his caliphate.
Historical evidence and the analysis of the conditions otp that era demonstrate
that any external action can only be understood as an emergency compromise
to preserve Islam and prevent damage to the Islamic community, rather than an
acceptance of politicaﬁ) legitimacy. Furthermore, the delay in allegiance was a
pur;l:oseful act to proclaim the Imam's legitimacy and to negate the legitimacy
of the Saqifah caliphate; subsequent cooperation can only be explained within
the framework of the supreme interests of preserving Islam. In the third axis, a
contextual and comparative analysis of the narrations shows that the concept of
apostasy in Imami culture refers to the violation of the covenant of Wilayah, not a
legal departure from Islam. The synthesis of these three dimensions demonstrates
that the structure of Abu Bakr's caliphate, from the perspective of Imam Ali (a),
lacked legitimacy and was based on mechanisms that are regarded in historical
sources as instances of exercising illegitimate and despotic autl%ority. This research
provides an integrated and documented re-reading of the issue of allegiance
and its consequences by synthesizing historical, theological, and hadith data.
Keywords: Bay ‘ah (allegiance), Commander of the Faithful, Abli Bakr, Political
legitimacy, Irtidad (apostasy), al-Saqifah, Caliphate

* Cite this article: Ja‘farT, G.M. (2025). A Historical Critique and Analysis of the Reali-
zation of Amir al-Mu’minin’s (a) Allegiance to Abu Bakr, Imamah in the Light of the
Qur’an and Sunnah, 2(3), p.157-195.
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Entry for the Scientific Dossier:
Religious Authority (al-Marja‘iyyah al-
Diniyyah)

Sayyid ‘Ali Ahmadi Forashant!

Imamate has long been a focal point for all Islamic schools of
thought and scholars, investigated through various methodologies
and perspectives. Due to the diverse approaches of thinkers, this
pivotal concept has been presented in multiple forms. For instance, the
Traditionists of Qom elucidated Imamate through titles such as Proof
(Hujjah), Successor (Khalifah), and Godly Scholar (‘Alim Rabbani),
while the Theologians (mutakallim@in) defined it as General Leadership
(Riyasah ‘Ammah). These varied expressions demonstrate that there is
no singular lens for understanding and explaining Imamate; rather, it
can be explicated according to the exigencies of time, place, audience,
objectives, and the prevailing conditions of society. Consequently, the
question arises: can Imamate be elucidated through a different lens,
and is there a concept suitable for the current era and contemporary
audience to explain the reality of Imamate?

Religious Authority (al-Marja‘iyyah al-Diniyyah) is a concept rooted
in the Qur'anic verses and narrations that has always existed within
the thought of Shi‘a scholars, even if it was not explicitly categorized
under this specific title. Based on emerging research, this title provides
a more comprehensive framework for explaining Imamate than other
traditional descriptors. While "Religious Authority" is a relatively
modern term in the field of Imamate studies and has not been explicitly
defined in the classical lexicons of great scholars, its conceptual
essence can be derived from Qur'anic and tradition-based evidence.
The Station and Nature of Religious Authority

Religious Authority is considered a "rank" (sha’n) of the Prophets and
Messengers. Due to their relationship with God Almighty and Divine
Religion, they serve as the point of recourse for the people to receive
religious knowledge. The Imam, as the Successor (Khalifah) of the
Messenger of Allah (s), possesses this station because a successor
shares all the stations of the one he represents (mustakhlaf-‘anh),
except for specific exclusions (such as receiving primary revelation).
According to this station, the Prophet, and subsequently the Imam,

1. Scientific Editor of the Special Issue on Religious Authority (Marja iyyah),
Assistant Professor, Imamate Research Institute, Imamate International Foun-

dation, Jafari Cultural Foundation, Qom, Iran
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are the Clarifiers (Mubayyin) and Authorities (Sahib al-Amr) of religion; the
truth of religion emanates from their speech and action.

The verses and narrations indicate that religion is dependent upon elucidation,
explanation, and guardianship. Religion relies on the one to whom God has
entrusted it, whom He has made the possessor of authority (wilayah), and
whose words and deeds He has introduced as the source of religion and the
fountainhead of rulings:

“Furthermore, I inform you that the religion and the root of religion is a 'Man';
that Man is Certainty (Yaqin), he is Faith (Iman), and he is the Imam of his
Ummah and the people of his time. Whoever recognizes him has recognized
Allah, and whoever denies him has denied Allah and His religion.” (Saffar,
1404 AH: 505).

Therefore, to understand and recognize religion, one must refer only to the
Imam or those designated by him. It appears that "Religious Authority" can be
identified by four primary indicators:

1. The Necessity of Acquisition and Emulation: The obligation to take religious
knowledge from the source.

2. Exclusivity: This authority belongs uniquely to the divinely appointed.

3. Independence: The authority is intrinsic and independent (istiqlalT).

4. Addressing Essential Gaps: Fulfilling the fundamental needs within the sphere
of religion.

Distinguishing Religious Authority from Intellectual/Scientific Authority
It is self-evidently clear that Religious Authority (al-Marja‘iyyah al-Diniyyah)
differs from Intellectual or Scientific Authority (Marja‘iyyah ‘Ilmiyyah), a term
that has been used for years in the literature regarding Shi‘a-Sunni unity (taqrib).
"Scientific Authority" refers specifically to the station of receiving the sciences
of religion from the Imams. Based on the Hadith al-Thaqalayn and similar
traditions, the Ahl al-Bayt (a) possess the authority of speech, action, and tacit
approval (taqrir) and are regarded as the source for receiving knowledge. This
title serves as a point of rapprochement between sects because both groups,
based on the aforementioned narrations, consider the Sunnah of the Ahl al-Bayt
(a) to be a proof and issue opinions or fatwas based upon it.

The consequence of the "Scientific Authority" theory is that the Ahl al-Bayt
(a) are a source for acquiring religious sciences, but not necessarily the origin/
legislative source (masdar) of religion itself. In contrast, Religious Authority
implies the absolute sovereignty and guardianship over the essence of religion.
In this view, the word of the religious authority is an independent proof, not
merely a medium for transmitting the Prophetic Sunnah. The one who is the
Religious Authority does not need to attribute his words to the Qur’an or the
Prophetic Sunnah for them to be valid; rather, every word and action emanating
from him is considered the "Text" of religion itself.

Qur’anic and Rational Foundations

Numerous proofs from the Holy Qur’an can be established regarding the necessity
of a Divine Authority for the realization of religion, demonstrating that Divine
Religion is not merely a scripture or a written message. Multiple verses attest
to the dependence of religion upon a Religious Authority. Accordingly, the



determinant and the “clear judgment” (fasl al-khitab) in religious matters is
the person of the Holy Prophet (s). If this is established for the Prophet (s), its
establishment for the Imams and his Ahl al-Bayt (a) is achievable through both
rational and textual evidence.

Reason dictates that the need for Religious Authority continues after the Prophet
(s); this need must be addressed by God after his departure. Furthermore, by
virtue of the verses and narrations that define the stations of the Ahl al-Bayt
(a) as identical to those of the Prophet (s), this station is proven for the Imams.
In the era of every Prophet, the axis of the people's religiosity was the Prophet
himself, and the Heavenly Book stood alongside him as a charter for guiding
humanity toward religious truths. Similarly, after the Messenger of Allah (s),
the axis of guidance lies with the personality who possesses all the sciences
of the Qur’an and fulfills the role of the Prophet (s) in all aspects except for
the mediation of divine revelation. Consequently, the Holy Qur’an directs the
seeker toward the person of the Imam.

Overview of the Dossier Articles

This dossier is an effort to explicate this subject and unveil its various dimensions:
Article 1: Elucidates the Religious Authority of the Ahl al-Bayt (a), distinguishing
it from other approaches and introducing it as a modern lens for Imamate research.
Article 2: Demonstrates the Religious Authority of the "Chosen Human" from
the perspective of Qur’anic verses, arguing that the Qur’an necessitates a specific
authority with particular attributes in every age.

Article 3: Addresses the keywords of Religious Authority in the Prophetic
Sunnah, utilizing narrations agreed upon by both schools of thought.
Article 4: Explicates the necessity and continuity of Religious Authority based
on the Qur’an and the Ahl al-Bayt's (a) role in fulfilling this after the Prophet (s).
Article 5: Explains the facets of the need for a Religious Authority based on
the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (a), divided into the needs of religion itself
and the needs of humanity.

Article 6: Examines this title from the perspective of Sheikh al-Kulayni. Although
Kulayni elucidated Imamate in al-Kaft using the term al-Hujjah, the arrangement
of his chapters and narrations reveals that his understanding of "The Proof" was,
in essence, Religious Authority.
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Religious Authority: A New Discourse in
Imamate*

Muhammad Taqi Subhant?
Sayyid ‘Ali Ahmadt Forishant?

Abstract

Imamate is regarded as one of the most foundational doctrinal principles of Shi‘i
Islam and has, from early times, been a subject of sustained discussion among
scholars of both Sunni and Shi‘i traditions. Researchers have approached the
topic through diverse lenses. Traditionists, drawing on hadith, have articulated
Imamate through titles such as Hujjat Allah (God’s authority), Khalifat Allah
(God’s vicegerent), and ‘Alim Rabbani (divinely guided scholar), whereas
theologians have explained it within the conceptual framework of al-riyasah
al-‘ammabh (general leadership). These varied formulations suggest that Imamate
is not confined to a single interpretive paradigm and may be examined through
additional conceptual perspectives. This article proposes to explicate Imamate
as “religious authority”. It argues that this perspective possesses distinctive
features and that its significance can be demonstrated from several angles,
including the existential rationale for the Imam’s presence, contemporary
audiences and socio-cultural contexts, the intellectual and doctrinal level and
needs of the audiences, and the overall demonstrability and argumentative
capacity of the approach. On this basis, the concept of “religious authority” is
presented as capable of initiating a new discourse on Imamate and expanding
the analytical vocabulary through which Imamate studies may be developed.
Accordingly, the article seeks to introduce this approach with precision by
clarifying its necessity and evidentiary foundations and by articulating its
benefits and practical-theoretical functions. While the underlying substance
of “religious authority” can be traced within the legacy of Shi‘i traditionists
and theologians, the topic has not enjoyed an extensive history under this
specific description and title in Shi‘i intellectual history, and relatively few
studies have examined Imamate through this lens. For this reason, the article
considers “religious authority” to be among the newer approaches within
contemporary Imamate thought.

Keywords: Imamate, Religious authority, Ahl al-Bayt, Authority (Hujjiyyah),
Vicegerency (khilafah), ‘Alim rabbani, General leadership (al-riyasah al- ‘Gmmah)
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Elucidating the Status of the Religious
Authority of the Divinely Chosen from
the Perspective of the Qur'an*

Sayyid Muhammad Mahdi Masavt*

Abstract

The principal aim of this study is to elucidate the role and pivotal position of
the divinely chosen figures within the very fabric of religion, by uncovering—
through the lens of the Qur’an—the deeper dimensions of the relationship
between religion and a living, concrete truth embodied in a specially chosen
human being, namely the prophet or the imam. Through this approach, the
research seeks to clarify the concept of religious authority (marja‘iyyat dini)
within the overall religious system and its function in guiding and elevating
humanity, drawing upon the most fundamental religious source: the Noble
Qur’an.

A prevalent assumption regards the divinely chosen merely as intermediaries
tasked with conveying revelation and, at times, implementing religious rulings—a
minimalist view that reduces the reality and status of the Imams to that of
executors of legal commands, a role theoretically assumable by others as well.
Contrary to this perception, Qur anic revelation articulates a comprehensive
relationship of identity and inseparable companionship between religion and
the divinely chosen human being across all dimensions. This ontological and
functional ma‘iyyah (togetherness) can be demonstrated by examining both
the centrality of religion as oriented around the chosen human being and the
distinctive role and functions entrusted to him.

The study identifies two principal spheres of activity for this divinely appointed
guide: first, his function in relation to religion itself, and second, his role vis-
a-vis the community of believers. Together, these domains reveal his unique
status as the locus of religious authority within the divine order. The final
step in establishing this inseparable companionship lies in demonstrating the
irreplaceability of this role within Qur’anic teachings. By examining this
dimension, the research arrives at the Qur’anic divine norm (sunnat ilahiyyah)
of manifesting religion alongside a particular human embodiment, inseparable
from it and essential to its realization.

Keywords: Religion; Divinely chosen human; Imam; Religious authority;
Qur’an
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Elucidating the Religious Authority of
the Ahl al-Bayt Based on the Prophetic
Sunnah*

Sayyid ‘Ali Ahmadi Forashant!

Abstract

Among the foundational beliefs of Imam1 Shi‘ism regarding the Ahl
al-Bayt is their status as religious authorities. This belief is rooted in
the statements and teachings of the Prophet Muhammad, who himself
established the religious authority of the Ahl al-Bayt. The present study
first offers a conceptual clarification of the religious authority of the
Ahl al-Bayt and then, drawing on rational and transmitted evidence,
explicates the defining characteristics of a legitimate religious authority.
Based on the available evidence, the essential attributes of a religious
authority include: divine appointment, comprehensive knowledge
of religion and the Book of God, immunity from error and sin
(‘ismah—infallibility), legislative guardianship (wilayah tashri‘iyyah),
priority in governance and disposition, superiority over others, and
the obligation of obedience and compliance. In addition to outlining
these characteristics, the study identifies—on the basis of Prophetic
traditions—the concrete instances of religious authority after the
Prophet. It argues that the only figures who can be shown to possess
all of these attributes in full are the Ahl al-Bayt.

Methodologically, the article relies on Prophetic traditions that are
accepted by both Shi‘i and Sunni sources, including the traditions of
al-Thaqalayn, al-Safinah, al-Aman, al-Nujum, Bab Hittah, the Twelve
Caliphs (al-Ithna ‘Ashar Khalifa), al-Ghadir, al-Taharah, al-Hidayah,
and the "Obligation of Obedience" (iftirad al-ta‘ah), and other common
narrations. These narrations collectively substantiate the divine election
and appointment, special knowledge, infallibility, authority, superiority,
and obligatory obedience of the Ahl al-Bayt, leading to the conclusion
that they alone fully embody the aforementioned characteristics.
Keywords: Religious authority, Ahl al-Bayt (a), Prophetic Sunnabh,
Infallibility, Superiority, Wilayah, Obedience

* Cite this article: Ahmadi Fortushani, S.A. (2025). Elucidating the Religious
Authority of the Ahl al-Bayt Based on the Prophetic Sunnah, Imamah in the
Light of the Qur an and Sunnah, 2(3), p.261-289.
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The Continuity of Religious Authority
and its Instances in the Holy Qur’an®

Sayyid ‘All Muhammad Tabast Ha3’irt*

Abstract

According to the teachings of the Qur’an, one of humanity’s fundamental
needs is the continual presence of an authoritative religious guide
in every age. The Qur’an not only affirms this necessity but also
introduces concrete instances of such authority and delineates specific
attributes by which these figures may be recognized. Within Shi‘i
theology, religious authority is understood as a divinely instituted
reality: God never leaves the earth devoid of an infallible scholar,
chosen as His representative through whom divine proof (hujjah) is
completed for humankind. The continuity of the line of divine proofs
is ensured through divine appointment and the designation of each
Proof to their successor. Among the most significant consequences of
this uninterrupted religious authority are the guidance of the righteous
and the establishment of decisive proof against the wicked. The present
study seeks to demonstrate, through Qur’anic evidence, the necessity of
the existence of a religious authority in every era. Drawing primarily
on an exegetical analysis of Qur’anic verses, it examines passages that
explicitly or implicitly attest to the continuity of divine vicegerency and
guidance, including the verses of Stirat al-Qadr, the verse of ulu al-amr
(those vested with authority), the verse of al-sadigin (the truthful),
the verse concerning Adam’s vicegerency, the verses on the guides of
nations, the verse on Abraham’s Imamate, and the verse of the Warner
(nadhir). By focusing on these Qur’anic foundations, the article argues
that the continuity of religious authority—embodied in the prophets
and their divinely appointed successors—extends throughout all periods
of human history until the Day of Resurrection.Keywords: Imamate,
Religious authority, Ahl al-Bayt, Authority (Hujjiyyah), Vicegerency
(khilafah), ‘Alim rabbani, General leadership (al-riyasah al-‘ammah)
Keywords: Divine appointment, Religious authority, Ahl al-Bayt (a),
Prophets, Infallible Imams, Imamate
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Elucidating the Facets of the Need for
a Religious Authority Based on the
Narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt (a)*

‘Al Babazadeh?
Abstract

The religious authority of the Ahl al-Bayt constitutes one of the central
and practically significant themes in the field of Imamate studies, as it
encompasses many of the essential roles and functions of the Imamate.
Although the Qur’an and the hadith literature address this issue in
considerable detail, Imam1 scholars have paid comparatively limited
attention to its various dimensions and implications. The principal aim
of the present study is to explicate and substantiate the different grounds
underlying humanity’s and religion’s need for a religious authority. According
to the guidance of Imami traditions, after the Prophet Muhammad, the
Qur’an and the Prophetic Sunnah alone are not sufficient to ensure proper
human guidance. The coherence and stability of religion lack meaning and
efficacy without the explanation and interpretation provided by a legitimate
religious authority. Acting solely upon the apparent meanings of the
Qur’an and the Prophetic Sunnah, without recourse to such an authority,
leads to misguidance and loss. The necessity of the continual presence
of divinely appointed individuals—who, as God’s representatives, exist
throughout history to address the needs of both humanity and religion—is
thus self-evident. These figures bear responsibility for explicating religion
(the Qur’an and the Sunnah), responding to emerging questions and
challenges, resolving disputes, and administering society in accordance
with religious teachings. Methodologically, this study is structured into
two main sections. The first analyzes the various aspects of humanity’s
need for religious authority, examining concepts such as guidance,
comprehensive governance and management of human affairs, and the
role of the religious authority in eliminating disagreement and confusion.
The second section focuses on the function of the religious authority in
ensuring the subsistence and endurance of religion, addressing themes such
as “the religious authority as the interpreter and legislator of religion,”
“the religious authority as a safeguard against religious deviation,” and
“the dependence of the vitality of religion upon the religious authority.”
Through this analysis, the study demonstrates that both human guidance
and the very life of religion are intrinsically bound to the presence of a
divinely sanctioned religious authority.

Keywords: Religious Authority, Subsistence of Religion, Guidance,
Religious Politics, Explanation and Legislation of Religion, Vitality of
Religion

* Cite this article: Babazadeh, A. (2025). Elucidating the Facets of the Need for a Reli-

gious Authority Based on the Narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt (a), Imamah in the Light of
_the Qur'an and Sunnah, 2(3), p.313-339.
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The Religious Authority of the Ahl al-
Bayt (a) from the Perspective of Sheikh
al-Kulayni®

Muhammad-Reza Karimi Dastana’t

Abstract

The doctrine of the religious authority (al-marja‘iyyah al-diniyyah) of
the Ahl al-Bayt (a) has emerged in recent years as a novel framework for
re-evaluating the station of the Imamate; however, it has occasionally
faced the accusation of being a modern construct lacking roots in the
Shi‘i tradition. With the aim of investigating the historical background
and the hadith-based foundations of this concept, this research first
defines "religious authority" and subsequently provides a structural and
content analysis of the Kitab al-Hujjah (Book of the Proof) within the
compendium of al-Kafi. This study endeavors to unveil the relationship
between the concept of the "religious authority" and the title of "Proof”
(Hujjah) in the narrational heritage of the Imamiyyah. This qualitative
research utilizes a descriptive-analytical approach through content
analysis, with data gathered and analyzed via library sources. The
findings indicate that al-Kulayni, through the purposeful categorization
(tabwib) of the chapters in Kitab al-Hujjah and the selection of
pivotal narrations, has delineated an epistemological constellation to
explicate the station of the Imams (a) in human guidance. The focus
on the title "Proof" within this organizational structure signifies al-
Kulayni’s understanding of the Imam as the religious authority of the
community—an understanding that overlaps with the contemporary
conceptual framework of religious authority. The present research
demonstrates that religious authority is not a late concept but rather
a deeply rooted structure within the Shi‘i narrational tradition that
was present in the hadith-oriented mindset of al-Kulayni.

Keywords: Kitab al-Hujjah, Religious authority, Guidance, Knowledge,
‘Ismah (infallibility), Obligation of obedience
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