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Abstract

The Hadith of the Ark (Hadith al-Safinah) is one of the well-known traditions in both
Shi‘i and Sunni hadith collections, narrated with various wordings and expressions. Its
content serves as evidence supporting the Imamate of the Ahl al-Bayt®. With multiple
chains of transmission in Shi‘i sadith sources, it is argued to have achieved the status
of “mutawatir ma ‘nawi” (frequent in meaning). Exploring how /mamf scholars have
engaged with and referenced this hadith not only unveils its diverse implications
for topics related to Imamate but also contributes significantly to understanding the
historical evolution of the hadith’s implications. The historical trajectory of scholars’
engagement with the narration, in terms of their method of citation, can clearly reveal
the position of this narration in discussions related to Imamate as it has evolved over
time. The analysis of the approach taken by the traditionists (muhaddithiin) reveals that
the Hadith of the Ark implies key principles such as the Imamate of the Ahl al-Bayt®,
their infallibility, the obligation of obedience to them, their authority, knowledge, virtues,
and the rightfulness of their consensus on an issue. It is clear that these implications
do not follow a uniform pattern. After analyzing the Hadith of the Ark in the sources
of both sects and providing a brief overview of its chain, this study addresses the
historical trajectory of the implications of the Hadith of the Ark, categorized by century.
In some instances, it discusses the reasons for muhaddithiin’s citation or disregard of
the narration in question. The findings indicate that by the end of the 5th century,
this narration had been recorded in 29 books and in over 22 chains of transmission.
Between the 6th and 10th centuries and into the contemporary era, it appears notably
in hadith collections, with later works often drawing from earlier sources. However,
some authors presented new chains of transmission or cited it in a disconnected manner.
Thorough investigations reveal that the narration appears in early theological texts.
Shaykh al-Sadiiq, besides narrating it in his hadith collections, mentions it in two of
his theological works, al-I tigadat and al-Hidaya. However, among the 15 theological
works of Shaykh al-Mufid concerning Imamate, he does not argue from the narration
except in the book al-Irshad. This trend improved slightly with Sayyid al-Murtada’s
reliance on it in a/-Shafi. In subsequent centuries, theologians continued to reference
the Hadith of the Ark in varying degrees, with the most citations occurring in the 11th
century in the work /hqdq al-Haqq.
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