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Abstract

Understanding the geographical landscape of early Shi‘i thought on
Imamate necessitates uncovering the perspectives of various Shi‘a groups
regarding Imamate. In light of this, the present study delves into historical
examination of the application of the terms “Shi‘a” and “Shi‘ism” (tashayyu )
to certain Muslim groups, exploring their ideological foundations.

In addition to those who believed in the divine caliphate of Imam Ali(a),
another group came under consideration that focused solely on his political
caliphate. This latter group, influenced by historical developments and
interactions with other Islamic groups, leaned toward political movements.
Eventually, they presented their theory of imamate in a way that a severe
disagreement arose with the /mamiyya regarding the identification of
the Imam, particularly after the martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn(a). This
movement ultimately supported the intellectual and practical framework
of the Zaydiyya. Using a historical and analytical approach, this article
investigates the beliefs of this early movement, and how their ideas
evolved and transmitted to subsequent periods.
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