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Abstract

Induction, a critical concept in areas such as epistemology, philosophy
of science, and methodology, involves examining specific cases to derive
general propositions. As a widely used method for acquiring knowledge,
induction has gained immense significance with the rise of empirical
sciences. Consequently, scholars have always explored ways to attain definite
conclusions from inductive propositions. Positivists argue that knowledge
is derived through sensory perception and induction through empirical
observations will lead to certainty. Conversely, Aristotle and his followers
assert that inductive certainty is attainable through rational foundations.
Muhammad Bagqir al-Sadr, as a distinguished religious scholar, critiqued his
predecessors and aimed to prove the certainty of induction. By innovating a
new method that views evidences and indicators as reports based on sensory
perception (khabar hisst), akin to general principles, he interconnects these
propositions such that the recipient sees a cohesive framework, where each
component complements the others. Baqir al-Sadr utilized the concept of
non-specific knowledge (al- ilm al-ijamli) and probability theory to prove
his viewpoint, and in this regard, he advanced beyond his predecessors in
this field. This study applies al-Sadr’s innovative method to inductively
examine the widely transmitted (mutawatir) narrations and the most
significant and well-known historical and Qur’anic propositions regarding
Imam Ali’s position, as sensory propositions. The researcher has strived to
correlate these propositions and assess their probability in five steps, aiming
to achieve justified certainty (al-yagin al-mawdii 7) about the appointment
of Ali ibn Abi Talib® as Imam. The study introduces a novel and definitive
approach to the critical issue of succession to the Prophet Muhammad®.
Thus, this method serves as a significant and essential contribution to the
discourse on Imamate and succession to the Prophet®, which remains one
of the most important and contested theological topics.
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