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Abstract

In Islamic theology, the concept of bara ah (disavowal) refers to the
renunciation of God’s enemies, a practice closely associated with loyalty
to the friends of God (awliya’ Allah). Disavowal, alongside the love for
God’s allies, is considered a fundamental aspect of faith, without which
faith is deemed incomplete. The term encompasses various expressions,
including /a ‘n (cursing) and sabb (reviling), which serve as acts of
disavowal from individuals and their actions. This practice traces its
roots to the lives of previous Prophets and is emphasized in the Qur’an,
where Muslims are instructed to renounce enemies and avoid forming
alliances with them. Additionally, God Himself disavows His enemies
through the expressions of cursing and reviling in the Qur’an. The 4A/
al—Bayt(a), likewise, consider disavowal an essential tenet of faith, urging
their followers to maintain disavowal against their enemies, those who
usurp their rights, and religious innovators. The fourteen infallibles®
have exemplified this disavowal in various forms, which will be examined
in detail in this study.
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