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Revisiting the Concept and Types of
Spirit and Explaining Its Function for
the Imam Based on Verses and Hadiths

Seyyed Ali Ahmadi Forushani*

Abstract

Scholars of the Quran and Hadith agree that the Imams possess a spirit
from God. The key question, however, is how many types of spirits assist
the Imams (AS). Based on extensive analysis of verses and Hadiths, it is
evident that the Imams are supported by various spirits, each with distinct
functions and roles. The term "spirit" in these texts refers to five entities:
Gabriel, the Spirit of Faith, and three types of the Holy Spirit. One type
of spirit is common to all prophets, successors, messengers, and Imams,
accompanying them from birth until death. This spirit, free from frivolity
or negligence, is a factor in the infallibility of the Imams. The other two
types of spirits are specific to the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and, after
him, to the subsequent Imams. These are the Commanding Spirit and the
spirit that always accompanies the angels. These spirits perform duties
such as educating the Imam to achieve servitude, bestowing knowledge
and infallibility, providing support and confirmation, overseeing the
actions of the faithful, and addressing new questions.
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