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Abstract

The exploration of word meanings and terminological nuances has captivated
Islamic scholars from ancient times to the present. Since "text" is a crucial
source for understanding religion, uncovering the meanings of terms used
in the Quran and Hadith significantly aids in comprehending the intentions
of the Legislator. A speaker must consider the facets of word meanings and
the method of using the term, and the Legislator is no exception to this
rule. The term "Wali" is frequently encountered in the Quran and Hadith.
Grasping its meaning and usage in the Legislator's speech is pivotal for
interpreting numerous verses and Hadiths, particularly those concerning
the Imamate of Imam Ali (AS). This paper employs a descriptive-analytical
method to examine the term's usage in authentic religious texts, aiming
to establish the religious legal truth of "Wali" as connoting "priority in
authority" and "guardianship." To substantiate this, it delves into verses,
Hadiths, and the Arabic literature of the Legislator's era. Once the religious
legal truth is verified, its primary usage in the Legislator's speech will be
based on this meaning, unless there is evidence to the contrary.
Keywords: Mawla, Guardianship, Priority in Authority, Wilayah, Religious
Legal Truth.
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