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Abstract

The framework of Imamate has always faced the challenge of identifying
the rightful Imam, a dilemma that has persisted among Shia Muslims,
especially during the era of the Imams. This confusion is often exacerbated
by Taqiyya (dissimulation) and governmental pressures. Additionally,
some individuals exploit these circumstances to falsely claim the position
of Imam, further complicating the matter. This issue is not unique to
the era of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) but has also been relevant to previous
nations. As guides, the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) have articulated the criteria for
identifying God's proofs. Most existing research focuses on identifying
these proofs after the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). However, this paper
seeks to establish a universal criterion by examining the criteria used in
pre-Islamic nations and applying them to the successors of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) as explained by the Ahl al-Bayt (AS). By presenting
these methods as a consistent tradition throughout history, this study
aims to eliminate confusion in recognizing God's proof across all eras.
These criteria can be rational, including text, knowledge, and miracles,
or devotional, such as physical characteristics, washing at the time of
death, and inheritances.
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