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Exclusivity of the Number of Shia Imams*

Seyyed Mohammad Mahdi Mousavi'

Abstract

Imamate is a divine position, with the designation of the Imam and the
number of Imams determined by God. The only way to know this selection
is through the words of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). According to
Shia belief, the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) specified the individuals
and the number of Imams, which are twelve, on multiple occasions. In
refuting the claim of the Imamiyya, Sayyid Abul-Fadl Borgei, in his book
“Scientific Examination of Mahdi’s Traditions,” cites evidence such as
Quranic verses. He rejects the exclusivity of the twelve Shia Imams to
deny the Imamate of Imam Mahdi. This research examines the reasons
for his misinterpretation and reviews the verses he cited. Additionally, by
explaining the literal and terminological meaning of the word “Imam,”
the author uses verses that support the claim of the Imamiyya.
Keywords: Abul-Fadl Borgei, Denial of Exclusive Imamate, Quran, 12
Imams.
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