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Abstract

Istila (conquest and domination) is considered by Sunnis as a basis for
establishing governance and assuming the position of Imamate. This method
has led to significant deviations in divine governance, the promotion
of usurped rule, and the acceptance of oppression in Islamic societies.
This research, compiled with a comparative approach and a descriptive-
analytical method, indicates that the theory of Istila does not align with
the necessary and valid conditions such as knowledge ('ilm) and justice
(‘adalah). Sunni scholars, based on the objectives and philosophy of the
Imam and relying on Quranic teachings, the Sunnah of the Prophet, and
juridical reasoning (qiyas), have established these conditions for the
caliph. Consequently, given the impossibility of reconciling the theory of
Istila with the necessary conditions for the Imam, the method of conquest
cannot be accepted.
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